RUilAL  DISTRICT  OF  BKiuGrW..  TER 


i\  xM  U .-i.  L ro  E P 

0 R T 

OF  THE 

Ivl  ERIC 

L OFFICE  R 

OF  HE  L T H 

FOn  T^E  YExxK 

1945 

PRIi'.&LE, 

iVi  • R • G • S • ( Eng  • ) T)  • H 

.C.P.  (Lonci.;^  D.P.H. 

RiiDIOAij  OFFICiiiK  OF 

iiT.  -LTH 

V 


/ 


\ 


i 


s\  v. 


*1  V 


\ 


1 


' *K  ' 

■ 


.•A'./ 


v>‘  '■'  . * 

/ 


■X 


I 


-.t 


.>•■  ;.V 


I 


. • I 


i 


•V  '.'■.I 


■/. 


• ',>• 

y.;r 


,1 

. '/V; 


I*' 


v-^ 


■ ■■J 


KUri,^-j_i  jJioi'Kior  OF  . 


AiNiiNfUrJj  FEPOiJr  OF  'iiiE  imEjjIO.-.Ij  OFFICEF 
OF  nEr.L’IPi  FOR  I945 


iier^lth  uepcirtQ'ient 
x'o\m  iiall, 

Bridgwater . 

.xugusb  1946. 

To  tLe  Clic.iroian  and  Members  of  the 
Brid;^vvc.ter  Rural  district  Council, 

Ivir.  Chairman  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  j_jre seating  Fifth  iinnual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Rural  District.  The  report  is  in  the  same  abbreviccted 
form  as  its  recent  predecessors. 

■//ith  tne  exception  of  the  infant  mortality  rate  which  has 
risen  from  46.2  to  p4.88  the  vital  statistics  show  little  change 
on  the  previous  year's  figures.  The  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  ex^tremely  low. 

1 would  commend  for  your  particular  attexition  the  sumra^ry 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection  v/ith 
the  Rural  housing  Survey.  This  shows  that  of  474  houses,  the 
numbe:  classified  as  ''unfit  and  cannot  be  repaired  at  a reasoncCble 
expense"  Was  as  high  as  227*  Sucn  figures  show  that  the  housing 
problem  of  the  rural  district  is  probaoly  Just  as  grenrl  aS  those 
of  Qiany  urban  areas . 

I wish  to  thank  the  Cnairman  cuid  hembers  of  the  Public 
health  Committee  for  their  support,  hr.  hc.ile  and  his  assistants 
for  their  excellent  cooperation,  and  the  Heads  of  other  Departments 
for  their  assistance  duiing  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.H,  PRIi'jGLE. 
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Fx-xEV"..L5i^oE  COul'KOL  OvjLr.  lEPEUi'lOUS 

Mh  CQivrx.GIQUS  lj1SE.,s£s 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  Cc:ses  of  notifiable 
diseases  that  accui’red  in  the  hurcxl  Listrict  during  1945 . 

The  tabic  ^ is  drav/n  up  ^-.itor  mcahing  the  necessary  auiendiiiCiits 
to  the  original  xiotificcutions  owing  to  corrections  in 
diagnosis  bg  either  the  pre^ctitioners  or  the  i.icdict.l  OffiCvrs 
at  the  Isoloction  Hospitals 

i^s  c i^s  0 • 


acute  Encephalitis  Lethargic a 

Acute  Poliong/elitis  3 

Cerebro-spinal  Ivienin^itis  2 

Liphthcrid  4 

Dysentcr;y  ■ ' ’ '2,  . 

Enteric  Fever  (incluaing  parity pno id)  ~ 

Erysipelas  4 

Measles  _ ^ , , IQ4 

Ophthalruia.  Leonatoruni  _ 

Pxieumonia  6 • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ly 

Small  Pox  - 

^drooping  Cou^^h  _]^ 

lo2  > 


Small-Dox  contacts 

During  the  past  levv  years  one  or  more  Cases  of  suia.ll-^pox 
have  arisen  on  boc^rd  a 'numiber  ol  home  Ward  bound  ships.  Contacts 
of  such  cases  who  arc  allowed  to  proceed  to  their  dcstii^ations 
are  kept  under  surveillance  for  a period  of  14  d-.ys  ait..r 
arrival . 

This  most  important  precaution  has  dgain  xiecessitated  a 
considerable  number  oi  visits  to  contacts  whose  homes  are  in  ■ 
the  liural  district. 

Diphtheria  ImmUxiisatioxr 

The  iollowin;x  table  snow's  the  numbe-r  of  childiani  who  ■ ■ 
completed  a course  of  immunisation  during  the  y oari- 


ng e under  p yG^rs 

324 


i 

1 

.1- 


gc  5 "■*  15  y^^^axS  Total 


81  405 


As  in  previous  years  each  village  or  a special  centre 
serving  groups  01  villages,  v/as  visited  once  or  twice,  during 
the  year,  of  ’whenever  tnere  were  sufficient  cLildrcn  to 
v/arrant  a special  visit.  Once  again  1 v/ish  to  record  my 
thanks  for  the  valuable  assistance  I have  reca,  ived  from' District 
hurses,  School  Teachers,  and  volUxitary  helpers. 


■A  regular  weekly  diphtheria  immunisation  clinic'  is  held 
in  Bridgwater,  and  parents  resident  in  the  Pcural  District  Co.n 
attend  at  this  clinic  if  unable  to  be  present  at  their  local 
centre . 

The  best  metnod  of  ^Totection  is  to  give  each  child  two 
irrimunising  injections  at  one  year  of  age,  and  a third  reinforcing 
injection  early  iii  school  life. 
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of  t'ion- 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  ')2  cuscs  oi  respirdor^"  and  3 cuses 
respiratory  tuberculosis  notiiied  dm.  ing  the  year. 

Scabies 

The  nuiubor  oi  ^.ural  i./istrict  cases  of  scabies  treated 
at  tne  Old  Isolation  hosrital  \v..<s  as  follov/s:- 


Hal  c ^ _CiU Its 

20 

Female  .--dults 

46 

Children 

84 

}Q£: 

been  made  in  the 

t Z C L. 

which  continue  to  function  satisfactorily , 

The  total  number  oi  cases  treated  is  approximately  tide 
same  as  last  year. 


3..ivlTe.xll  Uxri.CIi.iSi'--a-«CES  OF  ThS  .adEi-. 

1.  Water 

Full  details  o:f  mie  Various  sources  of  sU;.ply  were 
given  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  eater  En^^ineer  reports:-  “Following  the  severe 
weather  in  January  - February  19^5?  considerable  difficulties 
were  experienced  in  maintaining  a supply  due  entirely  to 
defective  service  pipes  - hundreds  of  leaks  “were  discovered 
and  repaired. 

Apart  irom  this  no  shortage  vvas  reported  throughout  the 
district  at  any  time." 


i.m . Clatv^/'ortiiy  also  states  that  approval  has  been  received 
for  the  duplication  of  approximately  one  mile  of  water  main 
around  Dancing  Hill  and  the  provision  of  a booster  station  at 
Crandon  Bridge. 

II.  Sewerage  Disposal 

The  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  have  surveyed  the  whole 
district  and  following  the  presentation  of'  a comprehensive 
report  the  v<aridus  Parishes  in  the  Pural  District  have  been 
arranged  in  orcier  of  urgency  and  the  v.-ork  “will  proceed  on  the 
lines  suggested  in  the  report. 

III.  Sanitaip/  Inapection  of  the  .area 

The  records  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's 
report  shov/  the  number  of  insanitary  coxiditions  dealt  with. 
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i^i\iiNjUr-X  --;iFOi-iT  OF-  TriE  ChlEP  S.-u\i'iO-ilY  lESFEuIOR 

FOR  1945 


Fir.  Chc'.irmci.n,  Ladies  <i  G-e n't  1 omen, 

I beg  t>o  suDuiit  Annual  Report  for  the  year  enaine> 

31st  December,  1945 

This  Report  is  again  very  much  abbrciviatod  c.nd  should 
be  considered  only  as  a summary  of  the  work  Carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Staff. 

Mr.  -1.  n.  Kc-trimish,  formerly  Junioi'  assistant,  w._.s 
released  from  h.  la.  Fo:-- ces  and  rosujnod  duty  in  Octola^r  as 
Temporary  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  R,  J.  Organ  was  transferred  to  the  Depart'meat  in 
March  1945 • 

Both  tiiese  officers  are  aminly  employed  on  the  .uural 
Housing  Survey 

C omrl in t s and  nui  s anc  e s 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the  year 
was  94>  an  increase  of  12  on  the  previous  year.  In  many  cases 
nuisances  'vverc  abated  as  the  result  of  iliformal  action  but  it 
was  found  necessary  to  serve  4 abatement  hotices,  a.deore-c^se 
of  5 od  1944.  A number  of  co'mplaints  were  found  to  be  not 
justified  and  no  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  tliem. 

Of  the  nuisances  found,  7^  'were  abated  during  the  year, 
altogether  increasing  dilficulty  was  again  experienced  in  ;^euting 
work  carried  out,  o'.ving  to  extreme  shortage  of  labour  and  building 
materials.  In  many  cases  it  'was  necessary  to  extend  the  time, 
limit  set  out  in  notices,  in  order  to  give  ov/ners . of  _property 
the  fullest  opportunity  of  abating  the  nuisances.  The  number 
of  visits  made  in  coi-inecLion  with  nuisances  was  571*  Id  one 
case  Court  proceedings  were  instituted,  and  the  Justices  made 
a Nuisance  Order. 

Housing. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  housing  a.cts 
was  569.  12  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  and 

incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost  and  a\,;molitioii 
Orders  v/crc  made  by  ehe  Council  in  9 cases.  In  two  Cases  the 
Council  accepted  unaertakinps  from  the  owners  to  carry  out  approved 
works  \/ithin  a stipulated  time,  and  in  'o-wo  further  Cas^s  where  the 
houses  vyCre  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  of  Crown  Lands 
the  Commissioners  undertook  that  the  houses  V'/ould  not  be  re-let 
when  they  \,-t5r£  vacated  b^  the  present  tenants.  Thiee  houses  the 
subject  of  Jjomolition  Orders  v/ere  demolished  during  'uhe  year. 

Considerable  difficulty  -vas  found  in  getting  housing  repairs 
health  with,  bue  in  a numoer  of  Cascs  minor  repairs  and  improvements 
were  carried  out. 
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Tine  general  condition  of  house  property-  ix,  s further 
deteriorated  during  the  ;year  and  xt  is  evident  thut  the  lack 
of  ordinal  nn.intenc.nce  '..ork  during  th;:  war  Y/ill  result 

in  an  increased  number  of  condemnu. cions  in  the  near  future, 
fhis  will  hcve  che  efiect  of  •ixicrec.sing  the  serious  shortage, 
of  housing  accoinuodation  in  the  District.  This  tendenp;y  is 
particularl;y  noticeable  in  the  c<use  of  houses  with  “cob''  walls, 
v«?here  in  several  instances  recently  cases  have  occured  where 
neglect  to  repaii  defective  rainvvater  guttering,  etc.  has  caused 
progressive  dampness  in  the  fabric  resulting  in  the  collapse  of 
a wall . 

Du.iing  the-  year  thirteen  bertifieates  of  Essentiality 
were  issued  in  respect  of  v/ork  on  twelve  nouses  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £3,175*10.0.  Several -appliccctions  for 
Certificates  of  Essentiality  had  to  be  refused  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  the  proposed  work,  although  obviously  essential  and 
urgeiit,  did  mot  come  within  the  scope  of ' the  scheme  as  set  out 
in  ministry  of  Health  Circular  no.  2671* 

The  scheme  for  the  control  of  Civil  Building  under  Defence 
Regulation  5^-^  came  into  operation  on  1st  .august  1345,  and  up  to 
the  exid  of  che  ^ear  23^  building  licences  'were  issued.  This  work 
has  put  a considerable  stra.in  on  tne  Department,  and 'necessitated 
some  relaxation  of  effort  in  other  Vvork,  pc^rticulcrly  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey.  2^0  visits  were  made  in  connectiou  with 
applications  for  building  licences.  ' 

46  plans  for  structural  alterations  and  ^.dditions  to  dwelling 
houses  were  approved  during  the  ye..r,  and  the  v7ork  vvas  inspected  in 
progress.  31-  visits  were  made  to  new  work. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  conmenced  in  Larch  and  at- the 
end  of  the  year  474  houses  h->d  been  iiispected  and  classified  as 
follows 


Categories : - 1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects.  I-  -1, 

2.  minor  defects  . , . 29. 

3.  Repairs  or  structural  alterations  ' -217. 

4.  Suitable  for  nousing  (R.VL)  Acts.  31* 

4a. Suitable  for  acquisition  - 

3*  Unfit  and  Cu.nnot  be  rexiu-ired  at 

a reusoiicble  expense  227. 


Houses  in  category  4 are,  of  course,  also  pl.'.ccd  in  one  of 
the  other  categories. 

Overcrowding  - 

Five  new  cases  of  overci owding  were  aiscovered  duiing 
the  year,  four  of  which  were  abated. by  informal  action. 

s 

Eighteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  overcrowding, 

Bakehouses . 


Fifteen  visits  v/ere  made  to  bakenouses,  and  informal  notices 
served  were  duly  complied  with.  Four  bakehouses  chniged  ownersnip 
duiing  the  year  , 

General  Sanit.vtion. 

The  follo.y'irig  improvements  were  carried  out,  generally  as 
the  result  of  informal  action:-  • « 


• C . ' s 
Baths . 
Sinks 
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Drainage  systems  2~] 
Lavatory  Basins  11 
Connections  to  vvnter  main  l 
Connections  to  sener  3 
Lew  sculleries  6 
new  urinals  at  public  houses  2 


/I  number  of  o.ther  minor  ir/iprovements  were  also  carried  out. 

heat  and  Food. 

Every  effort  was  made  during  the  ^'e^r  to  uiaintcoin  the  regular 
inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  at  retail  shops  and  IIC  visits 
were  made  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  also  the  practice  to  inspect  the  meat  of  animals  killed 
for  home  consimiption  under  licences  issued  by  the  Food  Control 
Committee,  and  in  view  of  the  percentage  of  aniuials  found  to  be 
diseased,  this  practice  has  been  found  to  be  justified.  298  visits 
W'ere  made  for  this  purpose.  ...  . !■ 

I  give  below  details  of  food  condemned  during  the  ye-...r:- 
Beasts . 

2  .c.^rcafles  skid  organs. 

28  lbs.  Beef. 

2 sets  lungs. 

Sheep. 

3 carcases  and  organs. 

20  lbs.  Iviutton. 

1 head. 

1 liver. 

■Eias. 

1 carcase  and  organs. 

28  heads  c,.nd  tongues 

29 ' mesenteries  and  intestines. 

4 pluck§ 

3 sets  lungs. 

2 livers. 

40  lbs.  Pork. 

Other  Foods.' 

58  tins  of  various  foods . 

26  lbs.  cheese 

68  lbs.  jam. 

51 -lbs.  b.acon 

Milk  and  Dairies . 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  ye..'.r  Was  3^7/ 
a decrease  of  261  oii  the  previous  yea.r.  The  reduction  in  the 
number  of  inspections  was  due  t.o  concentration  of  effort  on  housing 
inspections  under  the  Rural  housing  Suivey  and  to  the  large  amount 
of  time  v»nich  had  to  be  devoted  to  the  licensing  of  Civil  Building 
work. 

The  number  of  producers  on  the  register  at  the  ena  of  194-3  v/as 
8O7  including  Ipc  producer  retailers.  The  number  of  producers  of  , 
T.T.  milk  was  20  and  there  were  also  24  producers  of , .-iccredited 
milk.  The  number  of  retail  purvey/ ors  of  milk  was  16. 

The.  sampling  of  designated  milk  was  continued  during  the  year 
207  samples  of  T.T.  and  accredited  milk  being  taken,  of  which  96 
were  reported  to  be  tinsatisfactory . In  addition  7 Samples  of 
heat-treated  milk  were  taken,  one  of  wnich  v/as  reported  to  be 
unsctisfactoiy . 


45  samples  oi  milk  v«ere  tciken  foi:  testing  for  the  presence 
01  Tubercle  Bacilli,  ana  1 sample  v/as  Tound  to  give  a positive 
result.  Appropriate  actiou  was  t^ken  in  this  Cose  by  ti^e  County 
Council 

20  ne\v'-  registrations  v/ere  grc^nted  duriiig  the  year,  18  for 
wholesale  purveyors,  1 for  wholesale  and  retail  purveyors,  and 
one  for  retail  purveyor. 

The  effort  made  to  ^,et  improved  conditions  at  dairy  farms 
durin^  the  ^ear,  pioduced  the  follov;iht,  results:™ 


New  cowshed  floors  and  improvea  drainage  11 
Nevv  Govv'sneds  ...  ...  ...  5 
Nevv  dairies  ...  ...  ...  11 
iu.-iin  water  supply  to  cowsheds  • ...  2 
Cowsheds  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  2 
Improved  lighting  and  ventilation  ...  . 1 


ko ve ab  1 e hwel  1 inr. s . 

Further  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  jear  in 
the  supervision  of  moveable  dwellings  occupied  by  seasonal 
workers  such  as  pea  pickers  and  fruit  pickers.  These  workers 
who  ai'c  usually  of  the  gipsy  type,  a^e  employed  by  fruit  and 
vegetable  dealers  who  permit  them  to  camp  in  fields  which  are 
owned  by  the  dealers.  The  workers  have  their  own  moveable 
dwellings  and  the  dealers  usually  provide  rough  sanitary 
conveniences  of  the  bucket  or  pit  type.  The  habits  of  these 
workers  are  often  objectionable  and  they  usually  fctil  to  use  any 
sanitary  conveniences  which  may  be  provided  for  ithem,  'with  the 
result  that  the  camp  and  its  surroundings  become  extremely  foul. 
These  workers  are  usually  in  the  district  from  kay  to  i^ugust  each 
year  and  maiv  coaiplaints  are  received  irom  residents  in  the 
vicinity  oi  the  camps. 

■ 79  visits  w'ere  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
moveable  dwellings  and  t\/o  prosecutions  were  instituted  against 
dealers  for  permitting  camping  for  more  that  42  consecutive-  days 
vvithout  being  in  possessiovi  of  a licence  authorising  the  land  to 
be  so  used. 

In  both  cases  the  prosecutions  \;er0  successful. 

Infectious  .uiseases 

54  disinfections  were  Caiiied  out  during  the  year  J2  visits 
being  made  in  connactiori  with  infectious  diseases. 

Verminous  Frcmiscs . 

19  visits  were  made  to  vermiiious  premises  an  8 dw'ellings 
were  treated  for  vermin;  in  addition  25  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  rodent  infestation. 

A Rodent  Operaeive  was  appointed  and  coriinienced  duty  in 
December . 

I am,  i\ir.  Chaiiman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedi.-nt  Servant, 

-*  F. a . n~i.ILJi . 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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